




















64

Family Porcellanidae
Petrolisthes edwardsii (Saussure, 1853)

Carapace width 8-23 mm (0.3-0.9 in)

The carapace of this handsome and largest of Galapagos porcellanids bears strong,
transverse striations not continuing across the metabranchial regions. Carpus of cheliped
(first segment behind the claw) with three low, wide-set, serrate-edged teeth on the
anterior margin: surface with large flattened tubercles. Manus (claw of cheliped) with
similar but more rounded tubercles. Color scarlet to brick red, tubercles separated by
white striations. Habitat & range: Rocky intertidal where it is common, especially low

Edwards Porcelain Crab

hittoral under
stones and
among shell and
coral rubble, less
[requently
subtidal down to
about 40 m (130
ft), Gulf of
California to
Ecuador and the
(ialapagos
|slands.

Petrolisthes galapagensis Haig, 1960 Galapagos Porcelain Crab

Carapace width to 10 mm (04. in)

This uncommon porcellanid resembles Petrolisthes brachycarpus in overall shape but
differs distinctly mn
coloration. Carapace and
walking legs light brown
Necked with white granules,
chelae reddish tan, Front
triangular, no epibranchial
spine, carpus smoothly
rounded and lacking a
distinet anterior lobe, finger
gape filled with a Fine
pubescence. Habitat &
range: Intertidal under
stones, occasionally
subtidal. Endemic to the
Galapagos Islands.
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Petrolisthes glasselli Haig, 1957 Glassell Porcelain Crab

Carapace width 5-12 mm (0.2-0.47 In)

The carapace of this medium-sized porcellanid bears distinct, transverse striations that do
not continue across the metabranchial regions. Two epibranchial spines; front triangular.
Anterior margin of carpus with 4 or 5 broad, serrate-edged teeth, surface with oblique
striations; manus with oblique striations. Merus of walking legs with a row of spines on
anterior edge. The crab resembles P edwardsii but the transverse striations are more
distinct. Color red
or pink striations
on cream back-
ground. Habitat
and range:
Subtidal, associated
with Pocillopora
and Pavona coral,
and under stones
close to coral. Gulf
of California to
Colombia and
Galapagos Islands.

Petrolisthes polymitus Glassell, 1937 Striated Porcelain Crab

Carapace width 4-6 mm (0,15-0.25 in)

The carapace of this small porcellanid has distinct, transverse depressions across the
metabranchial regions, each lined with microscopic setae. Front broad, sinuously
triangular. Carpus about one and one half times as long as wide, anterior margin with
tour or five broad, serrate-edged
teeth. surface with short
flattened wrinkles. Manus with
similar wrinkles and large
flattened granules. Merus of
walking legs with one or two
distal spines on anterior margi.
Color rusty red to carmine,
mottled with white; legs appear
banded with orange and white.
Habitat & range: Littoral
under stones and to a depth of
10 m (33 ft). Associated with
sponges. Gult of Califorma to
Ecuador and the Galapagos
[slands.




Xanthodius stimpsoni (A. Milne-Edwards, 1860)

Carapace width to 11.2 mm (0.5 in)
The anterolateral border of the carapace of this uncommon xanthid is cut into nine blunt
teeth behind the rounded orbital tooth. The carapace itself deeply lobulated anteriorly.

free of lobules posteriorly. Hand and wrist bear prominent tubercles. Color reddish
brown. Habitat & range: Subtidal. Gulf of California to Ecuador and the Galapagos
Islands (new record),

Lophoxanthus lamellipes (Stimpson, 1860)

Carapace width to 14 mm (0.6 in)

l'his very small xanthid is distinguished by the smooth, somewhat octagonal carapace
and massive chelipeds. Color pale yellow grading to orange; some individuals purple.
Fingers ol chelae dark brown. Habitat & range: Throughout the intertidal zone and
subtidal to 6 m (20 ft). West coast of Mexico to Ecuador and the Galdpagos Islands.

Lophopanopeus maculatus Rathbun, 1898

Carapace width to 11.5 mm (0.45 1n)

[he chelipeds of this xanthid are smooth and unequal in size. Carapace with four blunt
lateral teeth (not including postorbital tooth), the second and third teeth larger than first
and lourth. Carapace and chelipeds free of setac; logs sparsely setose. Anterior margin of
merus of walking legs with a row of small spines. Color grayish white, the edges of
chelae and merus ol walking legs tinged with lavender. Habitat & range: Subtidal 2 m
(7 ft) to dredging depths on sand.
rock. and coral substrates.
Usually rare, but common
following the 1997-98 El Nino
event. Lower Califorma, Gulf of
California, and Galapagos
Islands.

[ ophopanopeus maculatus, like many other
xanthid crabs, displays diverse colors

Eurypanopeus planus (Smith, 1869)

Carapace width to 30 mm (1.2 in)

This crab with its massive chelipeds could be mistaken for a small Ozius verreauxii, but
differs i several ways. The lateral margin of the carapace 1s divided broadly into three
truncate teeth. each separated by V-shaped cuts extending into grooves on the carapace.
Fingers of the chelae gape: movable finger of the major chela bears a backward-pointing
tooth at its base. The
reddish-brown color of
the fixed finger
continues onto the
palm. Overall color
ranges from slate 1o
brown. Habitat &
range: Intertidal under
rocks. Mexico to
Ecuador and the
Gialapagos Islands (new
record).




Class Malacostraca

Order Decapoda

Infraorder Brachyura

Families Grapsidae, Gecarcinidae, Cryptochiridae
Ocypodidae, Palicidae

(GRAPSOID (CRABS
AND R ELATIVES

hod =0 1y

fqqaooaooonnoonoDoRuERRRRE

(FRAPSUS GRAPSLIS

he name grapsoid is a convenient term for a group of crabs

embracing several families, four of which are represented in
Galapagos. The family Grapsidae is an ecologically diverse assem-
blage of marine, amphibious, and terrestrial species that includes
the nimble Sally Lightfoot crab. The family Gecarcinidae are thick-
shelled land crabs, represented in Galapagos by a single recently-
introduced species, Cardisoma crassum. The family Ocypodidae
contains the familiar ghost crab and the fiddler crabs, all of which
are semiterrestrial. Crabs of the family Palicidae resemble mem-
bers of the family Grapsidae, but differ in several features, most
obviously the small and delicate last pair of walking legs.

Family Grapsidae
Grapsus grapsus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Carapace width to 73 mm (2.9 in)

The famous Sally Lightfoot crab is
without question the most prominent of
Galdpagos crabs, appearing as vivid
splashes of color on the somber lava
substrate. The abundance and ubiquity of
this wide-ranging grapsoid species 18
reflected in the original scientific name
bestowed by Carolus Linnaeus, Cancer
grapsus, meaning literally “crab crab.”™ It 1s
readily distinguished by 1ts scarlet red
carapace. The underside of the carapace of
adults is a beautiful blue, streaked with
orange yellow. Parts of the leg joints also
are blue Juvenile Sally Lightfoot crabs,
lacking the brilliant hues of adults, are
often mistaken as a different species. They
are cryptically colored chocolate brown,
striated with light orange vellow and
flecks of blue. Sally Lightfoots are mmble
crabs, scampering about over the rocks
with surprising agility. They feed
principally on algae. the juveniles
exclusively so, but adults are omnivorous.
Habitat & range: Abundant almost
everywhere in the high littoral zone of
rocky shores. but moving up and down the
mtertidal zone with changing tide levels.
Baja Califormia. Mexico, to Peru and the
Galapagos Islands; also in the Atlantic
from South Florida and Caribbean to
Brazil.

Adult Grapsus grapsus,
/0 mm carapace width
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